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What is faith, really?  The dictionary 
defines faith as “belief without need of certain 
proof”.  Critics claim that faith is simply believing 
in something that you know in your heart can’t be 
true. Skeptics say that faith means believing in 
something despite the lack of any real evidence. 
But really, none of these provides a good answer 
to what faith really is.  

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews 
11:1-3 & 8-16 explores the concept of faith in 
God. He begins “To have faith is to be sure of the 
things we hope for; to be certain of things we 
cannot see.” He then provides several examples of 
faith from ancient biblical times. But so much 
about our modern world challenges the biblical 
images of God. In reality, though, every day we 
depend on acts of faith.  We have faith in our 
grain manufacturers that our morning cereal is 
really made from the grain they claim to use, 
whether it’s wheat, corn, rice, or bran. We have 
faith that our car batteries will provide electricity 
to the starter to cause the engine to go. We have 
faith in science, in government, in industry, and in 
humanity. Why shouldn’t we have faith in God?  

Sir Isaac Newton, the famous 
mathematician and scientist was a strong believer 
in God. He had an atheist friend who was adamant 
that God did not exist. One day, Newton went to a 
carpentry shop and asked the owner to make a 

2

model of the solar system. This model was to be 
made to scale, intricately painted, and designed 
to resemble, as closely as possible, the solar 
system as it was known at the time. After several 
weeks, Newton picked up the scale model, paid 
for it, and placed it in the centre of a table in his 
house.  Some time later, his atheist friend came 
over for a visit. The model of the solar system 
immediately caught his eye, and he asked 
Newton if he could inspect it.  He was impressed 
with the fine craftsmanship and the beautiful way 
the pieces all fit together. After a while, the 
friend asked Newton who had crafted this 
amazing model.  Newton replied that no one had 
produced the model – it just appeared on the 
table by accident. Confused, his friend repeated 
the question, but Newton continued to maintain 
that the model had just appeared out of thin air. 
Finally, the friend became upset, and Newton 
made the point that if he could not convince his 
friend that this well-made replica of the solar 
system had just happened by accident, how 
could the friend believe that the real solar 
system, with all its complexity and design, could 
have appeared just by time and chance? 

Continued on p. 2 

Sunday Schedule: 
Choir Practice 9:00 AM 

Worship 10:00 AM 

Church School 10:00 AM 

Congregational Meeting 
Date: Sun. Oct. 20 (after 
worship) 

Purpose:  To vote on issuing a 
call to a new minister.  See p. 3. 

Fall Travelogues: 
Oct. 16 – Baffin Island & NY City 

Nov. 13 – Ethiopia       

 See p. 5 

Fall 2019 Volume 9 Issue 3 

Office e-mail:  office.uc_wmslk@shaw.ca 
Website:  wlunitedchurch.ca 

St. Andrew’s United Church 

This is a slightly abbreviated version of Barry’s 
reflection from the worship service he led on August 4. 
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Faith in a maker or a creator is a central 
theme in any religion. Even with the advances in 
cosmology, physics and biology available to us 
today, the notion of a higher power still helps us fill 
in the gap. At a news conference following his 
1998 shuttle flight, astronaut John Glenn said “to 
look up out at this kind of creation and not believe 
in God is impossible. It just strengthens my faith.”  

But faith is more than believing in God.  
It’s also believing God. Not only believing that God 
exists, but also trusting that God keeps his 
promises and is in control. This aspect of faith is 
much more difficult than just believing that there is 
a God.  

Unfortunately, we live in a world of broken 
promises. We make commitments and don’t follow 
through. World governments make treaties, and 
then set about trying to work around them. 
National governments and political parties make 
promises that are never carried out.  Individuals 
make arrangements that are regularly broken. But 
God is steadfast. The Bible 
records over 7,000 promises 
from God to his people, and he 
has kept every single one of 
them.  God never jams out on 
his word. God never changes 
his mind or finds someone else. 
God means what he says and is 
deserving of our trust.  

One Sunday afternoon, 
Mark Twain and his friend 
William Howells stepped out of 
the church doors just as a 
heavy rainstorm began. Not wanting to get wet, 
they waited under the cover of the church porch. 
Howells remarked “I wonder if it will stop.” and 
Mark Twain retorted “Well, it always has before!” 
He was right.  

It’s easy, I think, that once the sky has 
cleared and we see the blue overhead to know that 
God is in control. The hard part is trusting in God 
in the midst of life’s thunderstorms, when you 
can’t see clear skies ahead.  

Have you ever heard about the Chinese 
bamboo tree? The Chinese plant the seed; they 
water and fertilize it, but the first year, nothing 
happens. The second year, they water and fertilize 
it, and still nothing happens. The third and fourth 
years they water and fertilize it, and nothing 
happens. Then the fifth year they water and 
fertilize it, and sometime during the course of that 
year, in a period of approximately six weeks, the 
bamboo shoots up, growing to be up to 90 feet 
tall.  So the questions is, did the tree grow 90 feet 
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in six weeks or did it grow 90 feet in five years? I 
think it’s 90 feet in five years, because without the 
water and fertilizer each year there would have 
been no growth at all. Without the faith of the 
people who planted it, it couldn’t have happened at 
all.  

Like the bamboo tree, there are times in 
our lives when we seem not to be growing – when 
God’s plan is a mystery to us. But those are 
precisely the times when we have to believe – to 
have faith. We may not know what the future 
holds, but we have to know who holds the future.  

The final aspect of faith involves acting on 
our beliefs. The cheering crowd at Niagara Falls 
may have intellectually accepted that the tightrope 
walker could push a man in a wheelbarrow across, 
but they didn’t believe enough to act upon it and 
be the person in the wheelbarrow. The Bible is 
pretty clear about acting out our faith. Here is 
what James, the brother of Jesus wrote:  

“My brothers and sisters, if people 
say they have faith but do nothing, 
then their faith is worth nothing. Can 
faith like that save them? A brother 
or sister in Christ might need clothes 
or food. If you say to that person 
‘God be with you. I hope you stay 
warm and get plenty to eat,’ but you 
do not give what the person needs, 
your words are worth nothing. In the 
same way, faith that is alone – that 
includes no action – is dead.” 
(James 2:14-17)  

Genuine faith must 
always include action. The Bible 

is full of examples of this. Most of Jesus’ miracles 
require some sort of action on the part of the 
faithful in order for God’s healing power to 
manifest itself.  In reality faith without action is 
useless.  Until you exercise your faith, it is just 
potential.  Our faith will not be judged by what we 
think or what we say, but by what we do. Paul tells 
us that faith is God’s gift and that God has created 
us for a life of good deeds. (Ephesians 2:8-10)  

So to recap, what is faith? Faith has three 
components, belief in God, believing God, and 
putting those beliefs into action. Faith plays a vital 
role in our relationship with God. The more we 
engage and exercise our faith, the deeper, 
stronger, and more meaningful it becomes.   

Faith in action. We never know how it will 
work out for us – we just know that it will. We 
never know how we can share our faith with others 
– we just know that we should. We never know 
what God will ask us to do – we just know that we 
must do it. 
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Special Event:   
Good News from MPS 

Our search for a minister 
may be close to an end.  There will 
be a congregational meeting after 
church on Sunday, October 20 to 
vote on whether to issue a call to a 
minister.  (This is a change from 
the originally publicized date of 
Oct. 6.)  The Ministry Personnel Search (MPS) 
committee has found a candidate, held interviews, 
and offered the position, but the congregation needs 
to officially send out a call, if we feel this is the 
minister for us.  Mark your calendar and plan to 
attend!  Remember that only full members can vote 
on this important spiritual matter.  To learn more 
about what it means to be a full member, see the 
article by Victoria Andrews on p. 9. 

October 6 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Creation Time 5 
Lamentations 1:1–6 
Lamentations 3:19–26 or Habakkuk 1:1–4; 2:1–4 
Psalm 137 or Psalm 37:1–9 
2 Timothy 1:1–14 
Luke 17:5–10 
 
October 13 – Eighteenth after Pentecost 
Creation Time 6 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4–7 or 2 Kings 5:1–3, 7–15 
Psalm 66:1–12 or Psalm 111 
2 Timothy 2:8–15 
Luke 17:11–19 
 
October 20 – Nineteenth after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 31:27–34 or Genesis 32:22–31 
Psalm 119:97–104 or Psalm 121 
2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
Luke 18:1–8 
 
October 27 – Twentieth after Pentecost 
Joel 2:23–32 or Sirach 35:12–17 or  
 Jeremiah 14:7–10, 19–22 
Psalm 65 or Psalm 84:1–7 
2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18 
Luke 18:9–14 
 
November 3 – Twenty-First after Pentecost 
Habakkuk 1:1–4; 2:1–4 or Isaiah 1:10–18 
Psalm 119:137–144 or Psalm 32:1–7 
2 Thessalonians 1:1–4, 11–12 
Luke 19:1–10 
 
November 10 – Twenty-Second after Pentecost 
Haggai 1:15b—2:9 or Job 19:23–27a 
Psalm 145:1–5, 17–21 or Psalm 98 or Psalm 17:1–9 
2 Thessalonians 2:1–5, 13–17 
Luke 20:27–38 
 
November 17 – Twenty-Third after Pentecost 
Isaiah 65:17–25 or Malachi 4:1–2a 
Isaiah 12 or Psalm 98 
2 Thessalonians 3:6–13 
Luke 21:5–19 
 
November 24 – Twenty-Fourth after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 23:1–6 
Luke 1:68–79 or Psalm 46 
Colossians 1:11–20 
Luke 23:33–43 

Prayer Circle 

by Eileen 

The Prayer Circle met after Church on Sunday, 
September 8, 2019 after a varied summer off.  Our next 
meeting will be after Church on Sunday, November 3rd - 
continuing every second month on the 1st Sunday of the 
month.   

Mary read an interesting article which told that 
it was found that praying as a group, at the same time, 
either together or as individuals, made for extra strength 
to the prayer.  It was suggested that we pick 8:00 P.M. 
as our prayer time.  We all endeavour to use that time, 
however there are things that interfere.  One prayer is 
better than none. 

If you know anyone who is suffering ill health, 
a loss, or other problems and is in need of a prayer, 
please let one of us know.  The prayer list is kept 
private.  Anyone interested in joining our group would 
be welcome.  

Blessings to all!    

Scripture Readings 
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Coming Events: 

Fall Travelogues 
 

Travel	around	the	world	virtually	through	the	presentations	of	others	who	have	
made	trips	the	rest	of	us	dream	about.		This	fall	we	will	visit	Baffin	Island,	New	York	
City,	and	Ethiopia.	
	

6:30	PM	Dessert	&	beverages	available.											7:00	PM	Presentation	starts.	

Admission	by	donation.					Bring	a	friend!  

Wed.		October	16	–	Baffin	
Island	&	New	York	City	
with	Frances	McCoubrey	

Join Frances as she relives some 
of her summer of 2018 adventures.  She will 
take you with her vicariously to Auyuittuq 
National Park in Nunavut and then down 
to New York City.  The variety of ways she 
chose to spend her spare time are almost too 

vast to articulate, but she will try to give you a taste of some of the adventures these 
places provided.   Please note that there has been a change of date for this presentation.  
The date was initially advertised as Oct. 23, but had to be changed to accommodate the presenter. 

Wed.		November	13	–	Ethiopia	with	Allison	Ruault	

Join Allison Ruault on a journey to Ethiopia.  During 
their 12 days, Allison and her partner traveled through 
northern Ethiopia, which is a beautiful country, relatively 
untouched by modern society and technology.  It was an 
incredible combination of history, tradition, food, culture 
and nature.  It is a country rich in religious tradition and is 
rumoured to be home of the Ark of the Covenant.  Share 
their experiences as they explored Addis Ababa; the rock 
carved churches of Tigray and Lalibela; the ancient 
temples, stelae, and palaces of Axum; the monastery 
islands of Bahir Dar; the castles of Gondar; the source of 
the Blue Nile and trekking in the Simien Mountains.  It was 
one of the most memorable countries they have been to.  

Watch	the	next	newsletter	for	January,	February,	March,	and	April	dates	
and	presentation	topics. 
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Ministry Highlight: 

Local Outreach: The Salvation Army 
by  Tamara Robinson 

 

1

I would like to extend a heartfelt THANK 
YOU for your generous and faithful financial 
support and for all of you who come to bless us 
and our guests on Tuesdays for lunch.   

The Salvation Army is an international 
Christian organization that began its work in 
Canada in 1882.  Outside of the government, we 
are the largest direct-provider of social services in 
the country.  Our programs and services feed, 
clothe, and shelter vulnerable people every day, 
while helping others escape violence and 
addiction.  Working in close to 60 communities in 
British Columbia, 400 communities across Canada 
and more than 130 countries around the world, 
we give people hope today and, thanks to your 
generosity, we are able to extend a little bit more 
to our community.  The Williams Lake Salvation 
Army was established in 1982.  Without the 
generous support from caring people like you, we 
would not be what we are today. 

Our Family Services operates a soup 
kitchen five days a week, serving over 17,038 
meals (to date) to low income individuals 
(breakfast and lunch) and our Food Bank 
supports over 600 adults and 270 children per 
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month.  We operate a “share shelf” Monday to 
Friday in the afternoons where guests can access 
fresh bread and produce daily.  Our Share Shelf 
has over one thousand visits per month. 

Our community Drop In Center operates 
during the week and exists to provide a safe and 
supportive atmosphere for those seeking refuge 
from drugs and alcohol.  We offer counseling, job 
search, resume assistance and addiction services, 
and a full gym among other services which aim to 
provide client centered support that is holistic in 
nature.   

We serve all low income, marginalized 
and working poor members of our community 
without discrimination.  We seek to share the love 
of Christ with all who enter our doors.  We have 
seen an increase in the number of families seeking 
our assistance during the recent mine closure and 
mill curtailments.  Without the generous support 
of your congregation, we would not be able to 
continue to meet some of the needs of our 
community.  Your donations are vital to our 
operation and we thank you for your continued 
support.  May God continue to bless each one of 
you!  Thank you for helping us help others.  

When money donated to St. Andrews United Church is designated for Local Outreach, it is 
passed on to the following organizations in Williams Lake:  Salvation Army, Boys & Girls Club, 
Women’s Society Advocacy Program, Pregnancy Outreach Program (POP), and, until they closed 
this summer, the Great Room.  Each of these organizations was asked to write an article for us. 
We hope to publish one article in each newsletter over the next year.  This article was written by 
Tamara Robinson, Director of Family Services & Community Outreach for the Salvation Army in 
Williams Lake.  
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Board Notes 
by Terry, Board Chair 

So, where do I begin?  In June we had a congregational meeting and our last Board meeting for the 
summer (or so we thought).  As it ended up, we had a few throughout the summer!  You will read in this 
newsletter about how the Committees have done and what they are looking forward to, so I will only give a 
brief report. 

At the congregational meeting in June a decision was made to change the liquor policy.  The serving 
of wine and beer in the basement (Mac Hall) will now be allowed for weddings and approved functions.  All 
applicants wanting to serve wine or beer will have to be approved before the function.  They will also need 
to supply someone with a Serving It Right certificate.  Also at this congregational meeting Maureen M. was 
elected to the Board.  She joins our previous Board members: Terry (Board Chair), Andy (Treasurer), Ed, 
Linda H, Bonnie, Janet, and Linda S. 

Over the summer we decided to investigate replacing the siding on the church.  Only the front and 
the one parking lot side are being considered at this time.  The siding is deteriorating and showing its age.  
We have had a few meetings to discuss different options regarding this.  We asked Ed to investigate finding 
a couple of different contractors to take this on.  Unfortunately there was only one respondent, which was 
Spruce Lee Contracting.  After a few more meetings, e-mails, and then a congregational meeting where it 
was voted on, then a couple more meetings, it was decided to go ahead and get these two walls of the siding 
replaced.  

We had no sooner signed the contract for the siding than the next day we received an answer to the 
call for a new minister.  The MPS Committee, Rev. Victoria Andrews, and I had a couple of meetings and 
discussions as well as an interview with her.  We did meet her in person and after some discussion it was 
decided to ask if she would let her name be brought forward.  Her response was that she would.  Next a 
congregational meeting will be held to vote on whether the congregation wishes to act on the 
recommendations of the MPS committee to issue a call to this minister.  This newsletter will be published 
before the congregational meeting (which will be held on October 6), so at this point it is unknown if we will 
have a new minister soon or not.   

With a possibility of a new minister there are new learning modules that Rev. Andrews will facilitate 
here in the church.  I believe this will be for the whole Board. 
Something to look forward to soon. 

On a sad note, we have lost our Library volunteers as 
well as Denis on the Building & Property Committee.  They 
have all retired from their positions.  We would like to extend 
our thanks to them for all their hard work and dedication to 
the working of the church.  If there are any volunteers interested in stepping up to fill these positions, please 
let a member of the Board know.  

We will continue the practice of committees reporting to one Board meeting a year to keep the Board 
informed of their plans, goals, and needs.  Please be prepared to report to the following meetings: 

October -- Prayer Group, Men's Breakfast, Funeral 
January -- Catering, Travelogue, Concerts. 
February -- M&S, Local Outreach, Days for Girls, Offering Counters 
April – Worship, Pastoral Care, Healing, Website, Bulletins, Power Point 
May -- Sunday School, Newsletter 
June -- Building and Maintenance, Treasurer, Property, Financial, Envelope Steward 
If you are part of these groups, please contact a Board member or the church office ahead of time to 

confirm the date and time of the Board meeting.  Be prepared to provide a written report and/or attend the 
meeting.  
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Healing Pathway Sessions Start Again 
by Brenda  

The Healing Pathway practitioners will again be offering healing sessions on the morning of the 
third Thursday of the month.  By “healing” we do not necessarily mean curing.  Healing means restoring 
balance and wholeness to the body, mind, and spirit not only to individuals but to relationships, 
communities, and creation.  This is prayerful healing that is guided by the Holy Spirit using healing touch 
techniques developed by Rochelle Graham through the United Church of Canada. 

We invite members of our congregation and anyone in the community at large to come and receive a 
healing session.  All are welcome.  If this scheduled time is not convenient, please let us know so we could 
consider an alternative time.  These sessions are offered freely in the spirit of ministry. Some wish to make a 
donation in support of this ministry and any offered would be gratefully received.                                                                                                                                                                            

If you wish to receive a healing session please call the church to arrange an appointment.  If you 
want more information about Healing Pathways, see the updated poster on the bulletin board in the church 
hallway. 

Days for Girls at St. Andrew’s 
by Mary  

Around 2012 a young woman, who was attending church here at St. 
Andrew’s, introduced us to Days For Girls. This organization was founded by 
Celeste Mergens who had discovered that, in poverty-stricken Third World 
countries, many girls miss days of school every month because during their periods 
they have no access to feminine hygiene pads. It happens here in North America as 
well, where some young women are too poor to buy the necessary supplies. So she 
designed a set of reusable items, assembled them as kits and began distributing 
them where the need was evident. 

A small group of us here at St. Andrew’s has been sewing components for 
these kits ever since, and taking them down to a group in the Lower Mainland to be 
used in making up these kits for shipment where they are needed. 

2019 has been eventful so far for Days for Girls at St. Andrew’s. In the Spring we got in touch with 
TerryLynn , who heads up the group in Kamloops. They are a real going concern and have taken us under 
their wing as a satellite group.  TerryLynn came up to St. Andrew’s on Friday Sept. 20 and spoke to our 
group, updating us on new developments, and telling us how she and her group could help us, supplying us 
with fabric, and all the other  things we need to keep sewing components which we will now be sending on 
to the group in Kamloops.  The group there makes up the reusable kits for distribution where they are 
needed. TerryLynn is also a distributor.  She takes up to 400 kits at a time to places like Africa and Sri Lanka, 
and her group ships kits to refugee camps as well. 

A short while ago, I shared a post on Facebook  from Celeste Mergens, the Days For Girls founder, 
with news that a young schoolgirl in Kenya had committed suicide recently because of being shamed for 
stains on her clothing due to her first period, for which she was totally unprepared. Sharing this post has 
galvanized more people to the cause here at St. Andrew’s. 

Any donations in the form of money, cotton quilting fabric, or time cutting, ironing or sewing during 
our  “sessions” in the library every month or so, are appreciated.  Just talk to Mary T, Judy, Lynn B. or Janet 
for details. 
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St.	Andrew's	United	was	built	in	1982,	largely	by	volunteer	labour.	Since	
then	numerous	improvements	have	been	made	to	the	building.	Recently,	the	
front	and	side	siding	have	been	looking	more	than	a	little	"tired'	so	the	Board	did	
some	investigating	as	to	what	could	be	done	to	improve	the	looks	and	the	
integrity	of	the	building.		Ed	met	with	Spruce	Lee	Construction	in	July	to	discuss	
options,	then	presented	these	options	to	the	Board.			

In	August	a	proposal	went	to	the	congregation	to	replace	the	front	
siding	and	the	parking	lot	side	of	the	building	siding	with	Hardiplank	siding.			

This	was	voted	on	and	approved	by	the	
congregation	at	a	meeting	on	August	11.	
This	is	not	a	cheap	fix,	but	will	greatly	
improve	the	building.		The	cost	is	about	
$60,000.			

At	the	end	of	August,	Linda,	Ed,	Maureen,	and	Darlene	met	with	Brad	
Thiessen	from	Spruce	Lee	Construction	to	choose	colors,	trim	etc.		Spruce	Lee	

Construction	is	hoping	to	proceed	with	the	work	at	the	end	of	Sept.		We	will	
keep	you	posted	on	updates	to	this	project	as	they	occur.		The	colour	of	the	
new	siding	will	be	the	same	grey	as	is	currently	on	the	building.		It	will	also	
have	an	accent	trim.			  

New Siding 

by Linda H.  

Linda, Ed, & Darlene meet with Brad 
Thiessen from Spruce Lee 
Construction. 

A sketch superimposed on a photograph 
showing what our building may look 
like with new Hardiplank siding. 

                In June 2019 we tendered our resignations from the Librarian Position.  It has been a very 
interesting and enjoyable job.  We always found lots to do.  Periodically there were small projects of the 
other church groups that we could help with as well. 
                 Over the years we have had 2 or 3 on the committee. We had many books donated over time 
and thank all those people who did so.  New books had to be stamped and carded and made ready for the 
right category on the shelves.  Lists were made in a book and also on the computer. 

                Sometimes we had to repair a damaged book or hymn book.  Every few 
months we would go through all the pews and check the hymn books for damage, or 
check or replace notices as needed.  Everything was easy but necessary.   

Our schedule was 10:00 AM -- 11:30 AM on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays of each 
month with time off during July & August.  The new committee can organize whatever 
time works for them.  The schedule needs to be confirmed with the secretary in the 
office as there are other groups who also book the library.  We hope there are 2 or 3 
people who would like to become the Librarians for our church.  Lynn & Eileen will be 
willing to come in and help you get started. Please let us know. 
            We enjoyed our years and even ran across books to borrow.  Thanks for the 
experience. 

Editor’s Note:  On behalf of the whole congregation, thank you for your many years of dedicated work to 
get the library updated and “back in shape”. 

Retirement from the Library Committee 
by Eileen & Lynn 
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So You Want to Become A Member? 
by Victoria Andrews 

The United Church of Canada differentiates between what we call adherents/members and full-members.  
Adherents/members are people who are active in a faith community, yet haven’t confirmed their baptism, professed 
their faith, or transferred their membership from another community. That the simple part.   

Full-members are people who have confirmed their baptism, professed their faith, or transferred their 
membership from another United Church. These are the three ways that someone can become a full-member and 
become a full participant in all aspects of a community of faith and The United Church of Canada: 

Confirmation – at its root is the act of confirming…something. In this case, it’s the baptismal vows that were 
made on behalf of someone, typically an infant, by their parents or guardians. Typically, it happens after a series of 
classes where things like what we believe about God, who is Jesus, what is The United Church of Canada, and similar 
topics are covered. When the person feels they are ready, they make their own membership vows and ‘confirm’ what 
was done on their behalf.  Frequently, this happens as a teenager, yet could happen at any point along one’s faith 
journey, as long as the person had been baptized by a denomination with whom The United Church of Canada has a 
recognition agreement (in Canada: Presbyterian, Lutheran, Roman Catholic and Anglican).  If the person belonged to a 
different denomination they might need to be baptized before confirmation. 

Adult Baptism and Confirmation – sometimes the person has never been baptized…and that’s OK!  As an 
adult, we combine the two liturgical actions: the sacrament of baptism and the rite of confirmation.  Typically, the person 
will spend some time learning about The United Church of Canada, its values, beliefs, and theology and then would be 
baptized and confirmed as part of the same worship service. 

Profession of Faith – sometimes people have been baptized and confirmed in another denomination or even 
another United Church and do not want to officially ‘transfer’ their membership.  When that happens, we ask people to 
make a public profession of faith with wording like that of baptism and confirmation. There are two key elements to a 
public profession of faith: theological affirmation and desire to belong.  The theological affirmations typically consist of a 
series of questions related to a Trinitarian (God, Christ, Spirit) theology and a commitment to a particular community.  
Some communities use a question like, “do you desire to be a full-member of St. Andrew’s United Church and commit to 
sharing your time, talent, and treasure as part of living out its mission in this community and around the world?” 

Transfer of Membership – the last way to become a full-member is to transfer a membership from another 
United Church congregation. In this case, the person must request a certificate of membership or a transfer of 
membership from their former community.  Once they receive it, they present it to the minister/pastoral charge 
supervisor.  Once the transfer is ‘on file’ some congregations formally welcome the person as part of a worship service.  
Typically, this liturgy looks like a profession of faith and asks the 
person to confirm they want to transfer, become a full-member, and 
will support the community. 

Regardless of the way it happens, once someone becomes a 
full-member their name is entered into the Historic Roll of the 
community.  They’re now able to take part in every aspect of The 
United Church of Canada, from making decisions about the spiritual 
life of a community, to voting to approve a call for new ministry 
personnel, to being part of a council, to attending The Pacific 
Mountain Regional Council meeting, to be a commissioner at a 
General Council, or to being Moderator of The United Church of 
Canada.  

There are lots of ways to become a full-member. Let’s start 
the conversation and see what happens!  Full-membership..…part of 
deepening one’s faith journey. 

Every now and then someone will ask “how can I become a church member?”  On the 
surface, it’s such an easy question and yet the answer is “that depends.”  
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Around St. Andrew’s: 
Front Walkway Project 

by Denis R. 

 The Church hired Risto Kirkinimi, a friend of mine, past 
colleague, and a journeyman carpenter, to oversee the project. 
 
 The job involved using a jack hammer to break up the old 
walkway, and taking it to the landfill, approximately 9,000 lbs. (We 
know this as we had to pay by weight to dump it!)  Some of the 
broken pieces were used to support the front step.  We hand mixed 
mortar to fix them in place.  Forms were installed and a base of 
crush was compacted in place, with re-bar for strength. 
 
 We would like to 

thank United Concrete for 
donating one of the trailer 

loads of crush, and for giving us a good price on the 5 yards of 
concrete we used.  I would also like to thank Roger Hlina, a friend 
who came and helped, although he has no particular connection 
to the Church.  Risto, Roger Hlina and I did most of the prep work 
and finishing.  Roger Hicks, Hal, and Rocco came to help wheel 
concrete, and Jean helped to cover and uncover the slab with 
sacking (used for slow drying), and also clean up. 
 

 
 
 With this project I took a look at the time involved, 
something I haven’t done with past jobs, and was quite 
surprised with the number of volunteer hours, so thought you 
might like to know this as well.  These hours might not be 
exact, but gives us an idea of the time it took to complete 
this project.  It took a total of 23 paid and 66 volunteer hours! 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 I would like to thank anyone else who helped either directly 
or indirectly and are not mentioned here.   

Thanks again for all your help!! 

To keep you informed about the ongoing work being done in and around the church, I 
thought you would like some information on the project undertaken in June to fix the sunken 
walkway at the front of the church.  

Photos by Maureen M. 

Spreading cement 

Rocco & Roger mixing cement 

Denis texturing the cement 

Preparing the walkway 
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Thank you! 

 Please accept my heartfelt appreciation 
for your prayers and support throughout Angus’ 
illness, passing, and Celebration of Life. 

 There were many people who shared this 
journey with us:  those who helped with odd jobs, 
did some sewing, prepared and brought over 
meals and goodies, called with encouragement, 
spent time with Angus, as well as the many 
wonderful visits we had with friends. 

 A very special thank you to the Catering 
Team for providing goodies and a meal at the 
Celebration.  The family is so grateful for your 
generosity and service.  For your continued 
support and prayers, may you always be richly 
blessed! 

All my love, Lorraine 

Auction Items 
People have been collecting on the items they purchased at the church auction in 

March.  Have you?  Remember that it is up to the buyer to contact the person who donated 
the item to arrange for “delivery” of your purchases.   

Leckie & Norm 
preparing a deep-
fried turkey 
dinner. 

Barry prepared a delicious 
 breakfast for a group of  women.   

Thank you, Maureen for sharing your 
purchase. 

Give to Us Laughter… 
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On September 12, Ed & Midori invited the 
congregation to their property for a corn roast.  
Although the weather wasn’t overly co-operative, about 
30 people took them up on their invitation and enjoyed 
a great evening of food and fellowship.  The Soda 
Creek corn was wonderful, as were the meal ingredients 
provided by many.  It was a chance to reconnect and 
catch up after the summer.  Thank you, Ed, Midori, & 
Janis, for taking it upon yourselves to organize this 
event, for opening your yard to us, for providing us with 
a feast, and for your gracious hospitality!  

Corn Roast 

Audrey M. had arranged to 
have several family members, friends, 
and boxing members, with welcome 
home signs and balloons, surprise 
Stuart and help lift his spirits when he 
arrived home.  He had had a big 
boxing match in Los Angeles, but was 
knocked out during one of the rounds.  
Would St Andrew’s like to join 

everyone?  Several members answered the call!!  One even wore the boxing gloves 
she won at the Church auction.  To say that Stuart was surprised is an 
understatement!  It was so cool to see everyone cheering, welcoming him back, 
and hanging around visiting. Fellowship can even happen in an airport waiting 
room.  Well done, St. Andrew’s! 

Church is Community:  
A Call Came!  St. Andrew’s Answered!! 

by Maureen  

After Church, in early June, several of us 
carpooled out to the Chilcotin Lodge in Riske Creek in 
search of lunch and their famous cinnamon buns.  What a 
great idea!  Thanks for making reservations, Ross.  We 
had a marvellous time looking around, visiting, and filling 
our tummies with those yummy cinnamon buns.  The 
soups were delicious as were the sandwiches, salads and 
other lunch items.  Some of us tried out the pecan 
caramel buns and twisted buns with a glaze.  When we 

left, there was only one cinnamon bun 
left because several folks took home 
boxes of the yummy treats. 

Stuart & Audrey at the airport. 
Photos by Maureen M. 

Alvin digs into a cinnamon bun. Enjoying lunch at the Chilcotin Lodge. 

Cinnamon Bun Lunch 

Ed & Midori cook up a storm. 

Roasting marshmallows  
to finish off the evening. 

Quite a spread! 

Corn ready for the pot. 
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ST.	ANDREW’S	UNITED	CHURCH	

October	– 	December	2019 	Schedule	of 	Events 	

Upcoming Events 
Board Meeting 2nd Tuesday of the month from 1:30-3:30 pm in the Minister’s Office (subject to 

change): October 8, November 12, and December 10.  

Healing Ministry 
Offers sessions on the third Thursday of the month from 9:00 am-1:00 pm in the 
Quiet Room and Pastoral Care Room. Call to make a morning appointment. Next 
dates: October 17, November 21, December 19 (tentative).  See p. 7 for more about 
this ministry. 

Library 
Committee 

The Library Committee has disbanded.  
You can still check out books or videos any time, but please return all resources to 
the church library when you are finished enjoying them. 

Men’s Breakfast Last Saturday of the month at 7:30am in the Library. Upcoming dates for breakfast 
are October 26, November 30, No breakfast in December. 

Messy Church Usually held on the second Friday of the month. Watch the bulletin board to confirm 
or check out St. Peter’s Anglican Facebook page for info. 

Ministry and 
Personnel Meeting 

2nd Tuesday of the month at 10am in the library. Next meeting dates: October 8, 
November 12, and December 10. 

Pastoral Care 
Meeting 

3rd Sunday of the month: October 20, November 17 and December 15 after worship 
in the Pastoral Care Room. 

Potluck Lunch Last Sunday of the month in MacKinnon Hall: October 27, November 24, December 
to be determined. 

Prayer Circle 
Meets every other month after worship on the 1st Sunday of the month. Next Prayer 
Circle meeting will be on November 3 and then again on January 5, 2020. Contact 
Eileen Dell for more information. 

Travelogue 
Evenings 

Fall travelogues will be on October 23 and November 13 in MacKinnon Hall.  Doors 
open at 6:30.  Presentations start at 7:00 PM.  See p. 4 for details. 

Tuba John 
Concert This year’s concert will be on December 11 at 7 pm in the Sanctuary. 

Worship Meeting Meets monthly on the first Thursday of each month.  The next meetings are October 
3, November 7 and December 5 at 10:30am in the library. 

  

Watch for the Advent edition of Making Connections on Dec. 1. 
Deadline for articles is November 17, 2019. 

Submit articles and/or photos to Heather Awmack at hawmack@yahoo.com or through the church office. 

Williams Lake Seniors Village 
St. Andrew’s United Church is part of a rotation of churches that lead Sunday worship services at the Seniors 
Village from 2:30-3:30pm. Please consider attending and/or leading this short but meaningful service. A 
pianist or other accompanist is also needed.                            Upcoming Services: October 20, December 8 

Worship Leaders Needed! 
Watch the bulletin & signup clipboard for future opportunities to lead worship.  
Comprehensive information packages for worship leaders are available in the church office, including 
lectionary readings, suggested hymns and prayers, and sermon starters. 


